Spindle cell carcinoma of the external auditory meatus with intracranial extension: histological, immunohistochemical and electron microscopic evaluation.
We present a case of squamous spindle cell carcinoma of the external auditory meatus in a 38-year-old man. The tumour was extended to the inner ear, the temporal bone, the middle cranial fossa and the meningo-cerebral tissue. The surgical intervention of temporo-occipital craniotomy removed most of the neoplasia. At pathologic examination, the tumour showed an undifferentiated spindle cell pattern. Immunohistochemistry with a large antibody panel found a weak positivity only to EMA. The diagnosis was made when the electron microscopy showed rare junctional structures and tonofilaments.